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This ic Acha'e” ctory,
told in her own words.

* Noume changed to protect her own identity.






I have four sisters.
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With / ve moat/nc to feed,
my father felt he had to

marry me off young.




I was just fifteen.




My new husband was an alcohslic.
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Soon he ctarted 1/
abusing me.

1 lived in fear.




"You are "Vour dowry wag s

\ worthlese” too small”

Nour chin is
too dark”

..He would taunt me. Tt

went on, and on, and on.




| / After cix months,
1 I begged my
- father to let me

come home, and

he let me.

But by then I was already pregnant.



When I gave birth to a boy, I
went back to my husband’s family.

' my hucbande vislence "l

came back foo.
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Mo sne from my husbandc family = :w

wants to know how we are doing. *
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[hey act like we

never existed.




\ \ \ e A year later, I found
& place to get the
help I need at the
Srijan Foundation.

I joined their group
for adoleccent girls.
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,..-'-——*"“" I’m learning my m’gh?‘g',.reéw‘/c//ng my co;«;a/ence,
and Im even qoing back to school. After school,

I want to join the army.



No girl chould
have fo g0

through what I |

did. IIKI see a

girl marrying

too young, I will |

take o ctand.
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And one day I will marry

| comeone who vnderctande

me, Supports me, qives me

the recpect I decerve.



Every year, 12 million girls

like Asha marry before
the age of 18. Child bridec

are more likely to suffer
From phycical, cexual and

emotional violence.




We will not end violence
against children as long |

a¢ qirle are married off as

c/u'/a/reu.




Girls Not Brides member Srijan
Foundation strives to build a better
world for women and children. Based
in Jharkhand, India, they campaign
and deliver services to empower
women and girls.

Srijan Foundation
@srijanjhk
@srijanjhk2001
www.srijanjhk.org
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